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THE HOLi OF THi; MERCHANT MARINE
The purpose of this study will be to examine the role of the U.S. Merchant Marine as a part of the concept of strategic mobility.
The merchant marine has a dual role, that of supporting world trade and that of supporting our strategic posture in the provision of sealift capacity to suoport necessary operations throughout the world.
In a paper of this type it is necessary to establish certain parameters in oder to define the data to be discussed. Thus, in this paper only the role of the commercial merchant ship is discussed. Construction programs of the Navy and Air Force are purposely avoided. Historical experience and background of our present plans for strategic mobility are not discussed. Unfortunately, legislation vital to the success of projected improvements in our readiness posture anc supporting activities is pending.
However, basic premises will become apparent and favorable legislation to support these programs will undoubtedly emerge.
The importance of sealift capacity cannot be denied. In an era of technological advances, producing aircraft such as the C-5A, the role of ocean vessels in the support of overseas operations is often minimized. Most recent experience factors must be applied and logistical support of Vietnam forces gives us pertinent data. 
